Everything you wanted to know about flight paths 
Just because the Luton flightpath issue has been delayed doesn’t mean to say PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) is taking a break. In the past few weeks we have:
1) Visited Luton Airport to see first hand how they monitor flights and complaints from residents
2) Contacted the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to discuss noisy aircraft over the Vale from other airports

3) Joined the Limit Luton Alliance, an alliance of many local government and community groups opposed to expansion at Luton Airport

4) Attended a conference in London sponsored by the Aviation Environment Federation and Friends of the Earth to discuss strategies for limiting airport expansion.
We have learned a lot during our various meetings and we hope the following information is of interest to you. If you would like more details or to join PAVAN, please call 01525 240950.
Why has the flightpath issue been delayed?

Quite simply, Luton Airport was overwhelmed by the volume and incisiveness of objections from villagers, parish councils, politicians and community groups like PAVAN. Luton is currently reassessing the route and researching answers to our questions, and they need to engage consultants to help them do this.

Could the flightpath still go ahead this summer?

No – the latest estimate from Luton is late winter, IF the CAA approves it.

Could the Option 3 route be used for takeoffs?

While the official line from Luton is that Option 3 is designed for and would only be implemented as an arrivals route, Luton’s managing director Paul Kehoe commented, “Never say never,” when asked this question at a recent meeting.

Why has it been noisier overhead during the past year?

In addition to traffic at Luton having increased, the wind has been easterly more often than normal, and many flights over our villages land at Luton into the wind. In 2002, the east/west wind split was 33% / 67%, compared to 22% / 78% in 2000. These are average figures throughout the year. In September 2002, the east / west split was 67% / 33%, and in December 2002 it was 60% / 40%.
Does this account for all the plane noise?
No. We are also overflown by planes from Heathrow, Stansted and smaller airfields. Luton has told us that Stansted flights are generally over 10,000 feet, but Heathrow planes can be as low as 6,000 feet. We are seeking more information from the CAA.
Has Luton been flying Option 3?
Luton says not, because it does not have permission from the CAA for even a trial run. PAVAN has seen radar tracks that look as if Luton has flown two of the other options (Option 1 and Option 4), but Luton says this was only done on a “visual” basis and when there was little traffic in the area.

Can you provide more information?

As soon as we hear from the CAA, we’ll let you know.
Can’t Luton provide more information about plane movements from other airports?

Not really. Luton’s Airfield Environment Office can only access historic data for flights to and from Luton up to 25 miles from the runway. The track and altitude of other flights are available, but not the type of planes or their origin or destination. Luton’s air traffic controllers at West Drayton only have real-time information, so they know which planes are where at any one time, but cannot easily re-call the data once the planes have left their monitoring area.
Are all the planes I hear at night from Luton?

No – and this surprised us when we saw the radar tracks. There are strict limits on night-time (11pm – 6am) plane movements at most airports, including at Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted, whereas Luton’s night-time plane movements are relatively unrestricted. So every time we heard a plane at night, we assumed it must be Luton’s. However, the night radar tracks for a sample night clearly showed that most night-time plane movements over the Vale were not Luton’s. This is another issue we are discussing with the CAA.
The worrying thing is that the capacity for an increase in night noise is huge, because Luton is looking to expand its freight business, much of which flies at night. Imposing tighter night-noise restrictions on Luton would help a little, but is proving difficult to negotiate.
The government report (SERAS) talks about an option of realigning Luton’s runway – would that make a difference to noise over the Vale?
No one knows because airspace would have to be completely overhauled for all southeast airports. 

Can I do anything to help?

Please call 01525 240950 for more information.
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