Have your say on airport expansion

What’s happening?

Can you imagine Heathrow any bigger? Can you imagine Luton Airport bigger than Heathrow? Unless you act now, you will not be imagining, you will be suffering – constant noise, louder noise, sleepless nights, more pollution, more traffic on the roads.

Are we scaremongering? No! Last autumn, Luton Airport denied PAVAN’s assertions that Luton could expand from the current 7m passengers p.a. to 30m. They claimed the site was not suitable and the costs prohibitive. Six weeks later, Luton suggested they could expand to 80m. Obviously we weren’t scaremongering enough!

How can I stop this?

You have until June 30th 2003 to object to massive airport expansion in the southeast – at Luton, Heathrow and elsewhere. For full details and a copy of the government’s consultation document, call the Department for Transport at 0845 100 5554, or visit www.aviation.dft.gov.uk/consult/airconsult/ 

PAVAN advises against completing the questionnaire that comes with the consultation document. The questions are unfairly weighted in favour of a positive response for airport expansion! Instead, PAVAN recommends you write with your views to Mr Mike Fawcett, Airports Policy Division, Department for Transport, Room 1/28A, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.

What should I write?

Here are some ideas:

· Luton Airport is unsuitable for expansion because of its site on an escarpment. This makes it prone to delays and closures in bad weather. Further, the end of the runway dips away and one end cannot be seen from the other. This is a serious safety issue.

· Luton planes already take off over a school and other public areas. This is a serious safety, noise and air pollution issue.

· Transport links to Luton Airport are already a shambles and housing is said to be in short supply. Expansion of the airport would require massive development of roads, railways, housing and community facilities, which is environmentally unsustainable and in breach of the government’s own sustainable development policies.

· Despite Luton Airport quadrupling in size over the last decade, parts of Luton are still classed as economic regeneration areas because other industries have left the area! This contradicts the government’s claim that airports create jobs.

· More planes would require more airspace, which means more noise for everyone, including currently tranquil areas. This breaches European Directive 2002/30. Planes are noisy and intrusive well beyond the small monitoring areas around airports.

· Expanding Luton would not help the lower income households to fly, even though Luton provides many low cost flights. These households still cannot afford hotels, transport and other expenses associated with a foreign holidays.

· The government should be encouraging British holiday makers to visit Britain, not Paris or Prague. A good train service to the Lake District or Cornwall should take precedence over runways to Europe

· Expansion of any airport can only be considered with the benefit of:

· impartial and balanced economic and social projections

· full and impartial environmental impact statements in accordance with the UN Aarhus Convention

· proper and complete airspace models

· detailed provision for rail, road, housing, community facilities and water management

· a balanced and impartial consultation questionnaire that adheres to the Market Research Society Code of Conduct.

· The consultation document contradicts the prime minister’s statements on air pollution and the environment, DEFRA’s consultation paper “Towards a National Ambient Noise Policy,” The Treasury’s proposals that the polluter should pay, EC Directive 2002/30 and the UN Aarhus Convention. In addition, the office of the Deputy Prime Minister appears to have settled on a  housing policy without looking where the new runways might be sited. To restore credibility to and faith in the government as a whole and the DfT in particular, there should be some joined up thinking that unites the policies of the above mentioned departments and organisations. 

If you would like more information to, then please call 01525 240950, or email mailto:Rachel@pavan.org.uk.

