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Flightpath process delayed
The consultation process for Luton Airport’s proposed new airspace over North Bucks, Aylesbury Vale and southwest Herts has been delayed by about six weeks. The Question and Answer document (Q & A) based on concerns raised by consultees during the initial stage of consultation, will not now be circulated before the end of February 2003.

PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) has been advised by Luton Airport that the extra time is required to complete noise modelling, population studies, and to allow new consultees time to study the proposals. These consultees were mistakenly omitted from Luton’s original circulation list.

PAVAN’s Rachel Webb said, “Everyone who wrote and complained about the new airspace can take credit for this delay and for Luton’s promise that they will provide more information. The airport’s consultative committee, which includes local politicians and community organizations, passed a resolution demanding more information before considering a further response. The Directorate of Airspace Policy takes serious note of the consultative committee, so the resolution is a real coup.”

The Directorate of Airspace Policy (DAP) is a division of the Civil Aviation Authority that will decide whether the flightpath goes ahead.

Once the Q & A has been issued, Luton Airport will attend a series of public meetings to discuss the document; although the airport’s recent announcement, that they could become larger than Heathrow Airport, will undoubtedly force its way onto the agenda.
The airport may decide to make changes to their proposals, and consultees will be allowed to comment on these, before the application is submitted to the DAP. Luton had originally anticipated that the new airspace would be available for increased flights by summer 2003.

Regarding Luton’s announcement regarding massive expansion, PAVAN is liaising with groups in other areas to ensure a coordinated and effective campaign of objection.
More information about Luton Airport’s expansion plans is available from PAVAN at 01525 240950 or Rachel@pavan.me.uk
About PAVAN

PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) was formed in July 2002 to object to Luton Airport's proposals to re-route some of its flights over Aylesbury Vale from its current route over Luton center. PAVAN is a non-political committee of Vale residents and is an official consultee for Luton’s proposed Western Extension of Airspace. We are associated with PAIN - People against Aircraft Intrusive Noise - an amenity group with a seat on the London Luton Airport Consultative Committee representing communities west of the airport.
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