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Flightpath process delayed AGAIN

The consultation process for Luton Airport’s proposed new airspace over Vale villages has been delayed further. The Question and Answer document (Q & A) based on concerns raised by consultees during the initial stage of consultation, was originally expected to be available by mid January 2003, but Luton is now unable to indicate a date before the end of June 2003.

Representations from consultees, which include politicians, councils, community groups including PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise), and other airspace users, have obliged the airport to consider possible changes to the proposed flightpath and the way it is flown. These changes, for which no details are yet public, are subject to further investigation and consultants’ reports. It is now unlikely that the route, if approved by the Directorate of Airspace Policy (a division of the Civil Aviation Authority), could be flown this summer.

Option 3 is earmarked as an arrivals route, and Luton recently confirmed that take-offs over the Vale are not possible owing to confliction with Heathrow and Stansted traffic. However, the airport has refused to rule out any future use of the Vale for take-offs. 
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