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Influential alliance aims to halt Luton Airport Expansion 

For further information, please contact:

Margaret Shepperd (coordinator): 01582 712233

Councillor Bernard Lloyd (Herts CC): 01582 761292,  Bernard.Lloyd@hertscc.gov.uk
Kevin FitzGerald (CPRE): 01438 815639;  07949 338044 (mobile); office@cpreherts.org.uk
Michael Nidd (LLATVCC): 01442 252724, oldbakery@aol.com
Members from Aylesbury Vale

Aylesbury Vale District Council – Cllr David Rowlands  01296 712606
PAIN – People against Aircraft Intrusive Noise – Brian Wyke  01525 221065
(an amenity group representing all communities west of the airport and with a seat on the London Luton Airport Consultative Committee)

PAVAN – Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise – Rachel Webb 01525 240950

(an amenity group representing villages in Aylesbury Vale and south-west Herts, with seats on the PAIN Executive Committee)

JPCLG – Joint Parish Councils Liaison Group – Geoff Twiss  01296 720724
(representing 20 Parish Councils, mainly in the Aylesbury Vale)

Little Horwood Action Group
Aylesbury Vale is well represented (see above) on a powerful new group that has been formed to co-ordinate opposition to the Government’s proposals for massive runway expansion at Luton Airport.  The Limit Luton Airport Alliance  (LLAA) unites county, district, town and parish councils, civic societies, environmental and anti-noise groups across Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.  Its 36 principal members currently represent over 60 elected bodies and voluntary organisations, with new members joining every week as news of its existence spreads. The Alliance is a strictly non-party political organisation with a simple aim: 
To ensure that the objections of local people to the over-expansion of Luton Airport
are effectively heard at the highest Government level.
Rachel Webb of PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) said, “Neither Luton Airport, the CAA nor the government has commented on where these extra planes will go once they take off. Airspace in the southeast of England is already at a premium. The latest expansion plans mean that we will soon be facing coast to coast congestion, with more flights more often on more flightpaths using more stacks causing more noise and more pollution. The only thing we’ll have less of is sleep!”
Councillor Bernard Lloyd of Hertfordshire County Council explains that, “Despite fierce objections from the people of this region, the Government has continued to insist that there is a strong case for massive expansion at Luton, either by building a new, replacement runway, or by extending the existing runway. Luton Airport currently handles 6.5 million passengers a year, but, according to the Government’s consultation documents, this could grow four or five times. Luton Airport could become the size of Gatwick. The Alliance is combining the resources and expertise of all its members to respond to the Government before the end of June. Our aim is that this ridiculous proposal, which would severely damage our region, should not resurface in the White Paper that the Government intends to put before Parliament in the autumn. The Government is wrong to believe that Luton Airport is a soft option for development.” 

The impact on the environment is a major concern for The Council for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE).    Mr Kevin FitzGerald, Honorary  Director of the CPRE in Hertfordshire, points out that:

“The effect of the proposed expansion of Luton will be noise, pollution and congestion over a wide area of Hertfordshire, together with a demand for road building through unspoilt countryside.   None of this would be necessary if aviation  fuel was taxed at the same level as car fuel.  The forecast demand for air travel over the next 30 years would be reduced by up to 20%, and would be within the existing capacity of UK airports.”

The CPRE’s comments are supported by Mr Michael Nidd, Secretary of the London Luton Airport Town and Village Communities Committee (LLATVCC) which represents 15 parish councils and the interests of about 100,000 community residents, as well as  the National Trust at Ashridge.
“Luton is an unsuitable site for expansion on this scale, and even less so for an airport of up to 80 million passengers a year (larger than Heathrow is now), which is what the Luton Airport operating company has proposed to the Government.” he says. “The Airport was built in the era of relatively few flights, by slow, small, propeller-driven aircraft. It is on a high plateau, from which the surrounding land drops away steeply. Even the Department for Transport acknowledges that there are ‘severe physical constraints at and around the site’.  Furthermore, it is surrounded by Green Belt land, large tracts of which are designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Luton competes for air space with Stansted, Heathrow, Northolt and RAF Benson; there are numerous centres of population whose residents suffer from over-flying, even where they are not directly under the main flight paths.” 
- ENDS -

NOTE FOR EDITORS:

In July 2002 the Government published consultation documents on the future development of air transport in the UK.  The options presented for the South-East included proposals for a new, replacement, runway at Luton Airport, either on the existing alignment or realigned.   Luton currently handles approximately 6.5million passengers a year.  Either of the two options put forward in the documentation would  enable Luton Airport to handle a capacity of some 30 million passengers per year (the size of Gatwick). 

In November 2002 the High Court ruled that the consultation had to be revised to include proposals to expand Gatwick airport, and as a result revised documents were issued at the end of February and the the consultation period has been extended to 30 June 2003.

The treatment of Luton Airport in the revised consultation documents is not significantly different except that the Government appears to have introduced  a new option to expand Luton Airport’s operations by extending the existing runway.  It is understood that this would allow the Airport to grow to almost  to the same size as would be achieved by building a replacement runway.

The London Luton Airport operating company, TBI plc, in their own submission to the Government, have proposed that Luton Airport should have ultimately two runways, allowing it to take up to 80 million passengers per annum, which is the number that Heathrow handles at the moment.

Other members

Bedfordshire County Council

Hertfordshire County Council

Dacorum Borough Council

Mid-Beds District Council

North Herts District Council

St Albans City & District Council

Dunstable Town Council

Harpenden Town Council

East Hyde Parish Council

Ickleford Parish Council

Kimpton Parish Council

Kings Walden Parish Council

St Pauls Walden Parish Council

Offley Parish Council

Redbourn Parish Council

Sandridge Parish Council

Studham Parish Council
Wheathampstead Parish Council

Whipsnade Parish Council

LLATVC – London Luton Airport Town & Villages Communities Committee (representing 15 Hertfordshire Parish Councils)

The Chilterns Conservation Board

The Chiltern Society

Council for the Protection of Rural England

Harpenden Society

The Hitchin Society

Hitchin Forum

St Albans Civic Society

Friends of the Earth

LADACAN – Luton & District Association for the Control Airport Noise

LANAG – Luton Airport Noise Action Group
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