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PAVAN warns that Luton’s 2-runway option is not over yet
While the government’s recently revised air consultation document appears to water down Luton Airport’s expansion plans, PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) is warning Aylesbury Vale residents not to let their guard down over a Heathrow Airport on their doorstep.
Luton announced its audacious proposal last year in response to the government’s Southeast and east of England Regional Air Study (SERAS). This was despite the fact that the government had assumed – from information provided by Luton – that expansion at Luton would be limited to the extension of the current runway or a longer realigned runway, which would accommodate 31m passengers p.a.

Luton currently accommodates 7m passengers p.a. Two runways would see this figure balloon to 80m passengers p.a., or 500,000 air traffic movements p.a., compared with 460,000 at Heathrow.
The revised SERAS document – re-issued last week following a legal challenge – undermines Luton’s 2-runway proposal by effectively downgrading the likelihood of even one longer runway from an “assumption” to an “option.”

Rachel Webb of PAVAN said, “It is of course a welcome change to the document, although this does not preclude Luton from applying for planning permission for monster expansion. The primary planning authority is still Luton Borough Council – not the government – and chances are that Luton BC would look more kindly on expansion, given that they own the airport and receive a hefty dividend from the airport operators (TBI PLC).”
The deadline for public comments on SERAS 2 is June 30th 2003. A copy of the document can be obtained by visiting www.airconsult.gov.uk or by calling 0845 100 5554. PAVAN is liaising with amenity groups from other areas before responding.
PAVAN warned that SERAS 2 does not affect Luton’s proposed Western Extension of Airspace, which would see some flights rerouted over the Vale as early as summer 2003.
“This consultation process is still ongoing,” said Rachel, “although it has been delayed, and PAVAN is continuing to monitor plane noise and clarify changes in air traffic movements.”

For more information, contact PAVAN at 01525 240950 or email Rachel @pavan.me.uk.
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