From Rachel Webb

Chairman PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise)

01525 240950 / 07986 047969

Also, please contact Geoff Twiss, Chairman of PAIN (People against Aircraft Intrusive Noise)

01296 720724
Luton Airport tries again for new flightpath over the Vale.

A new flightpath over Aylesbury Vale has been proposed by Luton Airport that would see planes as low as 3500 feet descending over villages such as Wing, Burcott, Cublington, Aston Abbotts, Weedon, Whitchurch, Hardwick, Wingrave, Hulcott, Rowsham, Bierton, and even lower over Long Marston, Mentmore, Ledburn, Crafton, Cheddington, Puttenham, Astrope, Marsworth, Pitstone, and Ivinghoe. A number of other areas would also be affected, for example Watermead and Leighton Buzzard.  

Luton hopes to have the new route – known as Option 3a – in place by April 2005 if given the go ahead by the Directorate of Airspace Policy (a division of the Civil Aviation Authority).

Luton has issued consultation documents to Parish, District and County Councils and local groups such as PAVAN (Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise) who successfully fought the previous proposals (Option 3) in 2002. The deadline for responses to Option 3a is 27th September 2004.

The airport has conceded that the current approach route over Luton town, in use for about 14 years, is “completely safe.” The new route, however, would allow a “more expeditious air traffic service” meaning the airport operators can move closer towards their ambitious growth target of a Heathrow-size airport. During the previous consultation for Option 3, Luton claimed they needed more airspace for safety reasons. The proposals were abandoned in 2003 owing to potential conflicts with other airspace users and technical issues highlighted by PAVAN.

PAVAN says that the new flightpath would mean a large increase in planes at a much lower altitude, day and night, for people used to living in a comparatively tranquil environment. Combined with Luton’s expansion plans this would mean the villages could become as noisy as the towns.

PAVAN’s Chairman Rachel Webb said, “Cheap flights – yes. Cheap flights at the expense of a tranquil place to live and an undisturbed night’s sleep? No! People can now choose to fly. Let’s balance that with a choice of environments in which to live.”

She added, “From an initial appraisal of the consultation documents, we have found misleading and inconsistent statements that we will vigorously challenge. We will be working very closely with other groups, such as Leighton Linslade Town Council and PAIN (People against Aircraft Intrusive Noise) to share expertise and resources to maximum effect during the campaign.”

PAVAN is asking villagers to register their concerns at 01525 240950 or webbrchl@aol.com which they will include with their submission to the Directorate of Airspace Policy.
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